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Christ Church 

O n Thursday October 23rd, the 

Vestry met with consultant Mi-

chael Redpath and continued to work 

on a plan for moving the parish for-

ward.  We prioritized the 40-plus val-

ues significant to our life together at 

Christ Church.  We agreed to focus 

on the areas of trust, healing and vital 

community with our primary focus on 

trust and communication.  We have 

begun to put in place concrete steps 

to lead the parish toward healing.  We 

encourage parishioners to openly 

communicate with both the vestry and 

rector and we continue to ask for your 

patience and your prayers for the en-

tire Christ Church community.   

Respectfully, Cynthia McCormack, Jr. Warden 

Parish Update 

Please Pray for Christ Church 

Almighty and ever-living God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our 

prayers for this parish family.  Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and 

restore the penitent.  Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and 

bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy Church; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen.  [BCP, p.817] 

Daylight Savings Time 

ends on Saturday,  

November 1, 2014.  

Don’t forget to set your 

clocks back one hour. 

See you in church! 

http://www.facebook.com/christchurchmiddletown
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D ear People of Christ 
Church, 

There is a great deal of ac-
tion behind the scenes to 
bring about a change in the 
spirit of Christ Church, and 
to give us a sense of direc-
tion that can make us feel 
happy and successful.  The 
Vestry and I have carefully 
read through the comments 

gathered by Rev. Holland.  Everyone has had the oppor-
tunity to be listened to, and now all the cards are on the 
table.  The Vestry and I have begun a series of meetings 
with an organizational consultant, Michael Redpath, sug-
gested to us by the Diocese, to see how all that informa-
tion can lead us to a renewed spirit.  One of his first sug-
gestions was to let everyone know ways in which some of 
the concerns that were raised have already been ad-
dressed, and then to work through other issues and keep 

the parish informed as other actions are taken.   

The location of my office has been changed.  I am now 
located right near the main entrance to the office building.  
The hours that I am in the office are posted right outside 
my door, along with telephone numbers where I can be 
reached.  If you have a need, I want to hear from you at 
any time.  I keep my phone with me at all times, except 
when it is charging.   

It takes time to get to know people and their stories.  
Many parishioners were here before Dean came, and 
many more came as newcomers during his time.  Dean 
got to know you over a long period of time, and lived with 
you through significant moments of your life.  That’s what 
I want to do.  I spend as much time at the Sunday coffee 
hour as possible, Mel and I have already hosted a lot of 
parishioners in our home.  I have my own way of entering 
into relationships. I get to know people, a little at a time, 
as we rub shoulders in the work and the play of the par-
ish.  I have a lot of people to get to know, and I need your 

(Continued on page 13) 

Rector’s Notes 

The Rev. Don Caron, Rector 

● The Vestry and Don have been meeting during the 

past month with a consultant, Michael L. Redpath of 

Redpath Associates, to help develop a Plan based on 

the results of the Rev. Holland Report to help lead the 

parish towards healing.   

● The Vestry elected new members at the Oct. 28th 

meeting.  Joyce Wright will be taking over the Existing 

Membership Chair, as a replacement for Theresa Tut-

tle, and Sandra Casci will be the Worship Chair re-

placing Marilyn Lane.  

● The Vestry approved Greenfaith Initiative to perform 

an energy audit and then make recommendations 

about ways to help the church reduce its energy us-

age. The cost of the audit will be $100.  Greenfaith is 

an interfaith environmental organization that helps 

congregations with their energy usage.  David Murphy 

& Paul Dawson will be donating the money for the En-

ergy Audit. 

● The church will need to have an Financial Audit done 

since it's required every two years. The last time an 

audit was done was in January of 2012; for the year     

2010. Christ Church will be working with another Epis-

copal church in the area to see if they would be inter-

ested in exchanging Financial Audit teams. 

David Murphy, Vestry Clerk 

Vestry Highlights, September, 2014 

 This Year  Budget Annual 

 Month to Date to Date Budget 

INCOME 

 Pledge   $18,105 $173,301 $200,482 $284,000 

 Other 1,589 39,600 22,537 46,290 

 Total $19,694 $212,901 $223,019 $330,290 

EXPENSES 

 Total $22,313 $296,556 $275,202 $363,090 

Financial Summary 

September, 2014 
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Fellowship 

A  Great Big Thank You to everyone who 

helped to make the Fall Fun Festival an 

afternoon of great fun, fellowship and deli-

cious food!! The wonderful kitchen crew, chili 

cooks, dessert makers, providers of bever-

ages, food, publicity and prizes, dance in-

structors, and everyone in attendance were 

instrumental in making this event a success!  

Most of all, thank you to Jake Jacobsen for 

DJ-ing the festival. Jake generously shared 

his time, talent, and equipment and led us in 

dance as well as several fun, team-building 

games.  All the games were great fun and 

encouraged people to get to know each 

other, but the scavenger hunt seemed to be 

the biggest hit!  Hopefully those in atten-

dance now know where everything is around 

Christ Church, especially the “Squint!” 

Lauren Badal & Betty Truscott 

Fall Fun Festival 

Special Thanks . . . 
. . . to Betty, Lauren and Erna for coordinating the event!  

—Editor 
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Worship T hanks to all who are serving and volunteering 

to serve as acolytes this year. If all goes well 

we will have at least ten acolytes which will allow 

for an orderly schedule and not cause anyone to 

be overburdened by having to serve on consecu-

tive Sundays. However, "the more the merrier" as 

the saying goes so if you are at least a 5th grader 

please consider joining the team. It is a really 

great way to increase your involvement in the 

church. I can be reached at (732-275-6152 or at 

p_schabert@yahoo.com. for any questions you 

may have.  

The training session to be conducted by Father 

Don in the church has been rescheduled to Sun-

day, November 2 following the 10 AM service 

coffee hour.   

Peter Schabert, Acolyte Coordinator 

Acolyte News 

T aizé is a meditative service marked by significant 

periods of silence, meditation, and simple songs in a 

candlelight setting. In order to maintain the prayerful 

nature of the service, Eucharist will be distributed from 

the reserved sacrament.   

Our next Taizé service will be offered on Saturday, No-

vember 1st at 5:30 p.m. in the Old Church.  Special 

thanks to Bob Reina for providing music for our Taizé 

service. 

Taizé Prayer November 1 

T he Altar Guild needs new members to continue its 

mission of preparing both churches for worship ser-

vices. It is pleasant work with nice people and the 

teams serve about once a month. Training will be pro-

vided. For more information contact Joyce Frieders-

dorff, 732-671-7381. 

Altar Guild 

Community Thanksgiving Service 

T he Bayshore Ministerial Association is plan-

ning an Interfaith Thanksgiving Service for 

Wednesday evening, November 26 at St. Jo-

seph’s Church in Keyport.  Choirs from area 

churches will participate.  Father Don will be the 

preacher for that service.  All are welcome. 

T he celebration of Christ the King, which this 

year falls on November 23, will be our 

“Homecoming Sunday.”  We will have a festive 

coffee hour on that day after the 10 a.m. service, 

and everyone is asked to invite family and friends 

to church.   

Fr. Don + 

Nov 23:  Christ the King 

“Homecoming Sunday” 

A t the Monmouth Convocation, we learned that this 

year marks the 75th Anniversary of Episcopal Re-

lief and Development.  Your contribution to their mission 

will help fight poverty, hunger, and disease worldwide.  

Visit episcopalrelief.org/financials to learn how gifts are 

used to heal a hurting world.  

Judy Forys & Erna Sottile 

The Monmouth Convocation is comprised of twenty-nine churches in 

Monmouth and part of Ocean Counties.  Judy and Erna represented 

Christ Church Middletown at the Convocation meeting held on Sep-

tember 30th at Christ Church, Toms River. The Rev. Maria Sanzo 

is the Dean of the Monmouth Convocation.  

News from the Convocation 

http://www.episcopalrelief.org/financials
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T he changing of the seasons has so much to offer.  In Autumn we 

have falling leaves, pumpkins, turkey dinners and cooler days.   In 

one month, we will be in the church season of Advent and looking for-

ward to Christmas.  Our church school children have started practicing  

some of the Santa sing-a-long songs for the Advent spaghetti din-

ner.  All of our practices take place during church school so there are 

no midweek practices.  The children always enjoy playing the chimes 

for everyone and participating in the sing-a-long.  Please let me know 

if your children will be ringing with us at the Spaghetti dinner on De-

cember 7th.   

We have also started practicing with our joint Reformed/Christ Church 

chime choir on Monday evenings from 5:00 to 6:00 at Middletown Re-

formed Church (in their undercroft).  The children on Monday evenings 

are working on some  Christmas carols for a concert at an assisted 

living facility.  This joint chime choir is for children 2nd  to 6th grades.  

New ringers are welcome.   

The adult choir will shortly be starting on anthems for a service of Ad-

vent Lessons and Carols as well as Christmas Eve.  Lessons and Car-

ols will be presented during our 10:00 service on December 14th. 

Please let me know if you are interested in singing with the choir for 

Lessons and Carols and on Christmas Eve.  You can contact me at 

acatmom@aol.com or 732 566-6815.  Thank you! 

Nancy Coffin, Choir Director 

Music Notes 

Save the Date! Dec 7, 5pm  

Advent Spaghetti Dinner 

M ark your calendar and 

save the date!   It’s almost 

time for the family favorite Christ 

Church event, the Advent Spa-

ghetti Dinner.   

Let’s gather in the Undercroft 

with our church family and 

friends, eat some great food, 

sing happy songs, and prepare 

our hearts for Christmas!   

Thank you to Chef Mauro for 

leading our kitchen crew!  Check 

our weekly bulletin announce-

ments for updates as we grow 

closer to the date.   

O ur annual Advent Workshop will 

be held on the first Sunday of Ad-

vent - November 30, from 4-6 p.m.  We 

will be decorating our family Advent 

wreaths, making gingerbread houses 

and making Christmas cards for the 

COG families.  In place of bringing 

cookies, we are asking for wrapped 

Christmas candy that can be bagged 

and attached to the cards.  Supper will 

be offered.   

Contact Mel Caron if you can help at 

melanieannecaron@gmail.com. 

Mel Caron 

Advent Workshop 

I f you have any old Christmas cards 

that you have saved and would like to 

donate them, we could use them for the 

Advent Workshop where we will be 

making Christmas cards for the COG 

families.  We can cut out designs and 

such for the children to use.  A collec-

tion box will be available next to Fr. 

Don's office during November. 

Mel Caron 

Needed: Old Christmas Cards 
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N ew Consecration Sunday was a great success. We had 

100 people attending the service and luncheon. The 

food was delicious and the speaker was inspiring. Rev. David 

Snyder, a member of the diocesan Stewardship Committee, a 

priest in Mt. Holly, and a representative to World Vision, deliv-

ered the sermon.  He spoke from the heart giving a personal 

message of how we should approach Stewardship. What has 

God provided for us? How have we been blessed? He chal-

lenged us to take a step up and assured us that God would 

give back more than we could ever imagine. 

Thank you to everyone that helped; as usual with our church, 

many hands make light work.  

If you did not turn in your Estimate of Giving card please ei-

ther mail it or bring it to the office.  Your financial commitment 

provides not only for the operation of our church, but for the 

various outreach programs that are the heart of Christ 

Church.  Thank you again. 

Patricia Robertson, Vestry for Stewardship 

Stewardship 

We Welcome Two New Vestry Members 

Thank you to all who have pledged! 

2015 Stewardship Report 

as of October 26, 2014 

This Year Total number of Pledges 48 

  Total Amount Pledged $125,170 
 

Last Year: Total number of Pledges  103 

  Total Amount Pledged   $281,182 

C hrist Church Vestry welcomes two new members this 

month to fill vacated positions.  Sandra Casci will fill the 

seat vacated by Marilyn Lane for Worship Chair, and Joyce 

Wright will fill the Existing Membership Chair vacated by 

Theresa Tuttle.   

Special thanks to Marilyn and Theresa for serving on the ves-

try, and also to our two new vestry members, Sandra and 

Joyce. Sandra Casci Joyce Wright 
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T he Tuesday Women's group is currently reading Max 

Lucado’s God’s Story.  All women are welcome to 

join this friendly group from 10:30 a.m.—12 noon, fol-

lowed by lunch at Sissy's.   

Tuesday Women’s Bible Study 

Adult Christian Formation 

Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

J oin us in the library on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 

as we read and discuss the Scripture and how it re-

lates to each of us.  All are welcome. No prior knowl-

edge of the Bible is required. If you have any questions, 

please don’t hesitate to call or email me at  732-687-

4185 or 732-203-9558 or bobreina@verizon.net.   

Bob Reina  

Saturday Men’s Group 

H ow can you live fully as a man in today’s world and 

maintain your Christian life amid the pressures?  

The Men’s Group meets Saturdays at 7:30 a.m. in the 

church Library for conversation and study.  All men are 

welcome. 

Father Don + 

Saturday Movie Night:  

M ovie night will be held on Saturday, November 1, 

following the Taizé service in the parish library.  

It's a potluck - bring whatever you choose!  Our movie 

this month is 75 min. long, but a challenge to us.  Feel 

as though the world is falling apart?  Do you fear for 

our future?  Perhaps you will find some hope in this 

presentation "Visions of a Universal Humanity" by futur-

ist Barbara  Marx Hubbard.  She is joined by world-

renowned physicist Freeman Dyson, biologist Bruce 

Lipton, scholar Jean Houston and others, present-

ing cutting-edge perspectives on humankind's potential 

to create a positive future for the Earth.  "Visions of a 

Universal Humanity" takes us beyond now into a future 

of infinite possibilities. Contact Mel Caron for more in-

formation at melanieannecaron@gmail.com. 

Mel Caron 

Tuesday Centering Prayer 

C ontemplative Prayer meets Tuesdays at 9:15 a.m. 

in the Library.  Be still and know God in the Cen-

tering Prayer form.  All are welcome. 

L og on to the Bible Study blog to share your thoughts 

and keep in touch. Visit the church website and click 

on the blog link on the home page, or follow this link.  Be 

sure to bookmark the webpage.   

Bible Study Blog 

Small Groups  

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study 

S unday Morning Bible Study meets at 9:15 in the Li-

brary to read and discuss the scripture readings of 

the day. Bob Reina is the leader.  All are welcome. 

http://www.ccbibleatmiddletownnj.blogspot.com/
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Christian Formation for Children and Youth 

Register  

for Church School &  

Youth Group 

Register your children  

at any time by visiting the  

Christ Church website, or   

Click here to register your 

children for church school 

now. 

Click here to register your 

teens for youth group now. 

A dvent is fast approaching!  We need substitute teachers who are not 

afraid of kids to take on a few lessons through the winter.  Our biggest 

need is for the largest class—the 2nd, 3rd and 4th graders—who have an 

entertaining and interactive program called Holy Moly!  The kids love the pro-

gram and the worksheets that accompany it are wonderful to work with.  

Please give one Sunday over the next 3 months to help teach this group of 

kids! Contact me or Don. 

Lou-Anne Beauregard, Vestry for Christian Formation 

P lease help save SAMI, a sweet 6 year old girl who en-

joys playing dress-up, loves to sing songs from Frozen, 

and cherishes time with her baby brother and older sister.  

Sami has a fatal blood disorder called Fanconi Anemia – it is 

so rare it is only found in 1 out of every 350,000 people.   

Sami needs you to be her hero!  She needs a bone marrow 

transplant to save her life.  It only takes 5 minutes to swab a 

cheek: Your match could be the one to save Sami’s life. 

Donations will also be gratefully accepted.  Please make 

checks payable to Gift of Life Bone Marrow Foundation.   

Wednesday Nov 12th 11am-7pm 

Thursday Nov 13th 9am-5pm  

at Monmouth Therapy Associates 
1 Executive Drive, Tinton Falls 

732-741-8073 

Swab a Cheek for Sami through the Gift of Life Bone Marrow Foundation  

Rita Grootenboer asks for your prayers and participation to save 

Sami’s life. Please contact her at 732-671-0048 for more information.  

Church School News 

http://www.christchurchmiddletown.org/#/christian-formation/childrens-registration
http://www.christchurchmiddletown.org/#/christian-formation/youth-registration
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W e will continue to collect unused, sample-

sized toiletries year-round for the Sea-

men’s Church Institute’s Christmas at Sea pro-

gram. Needed are shampoo and conditioners, 

soaps, toothpaste, mouthwash, soaps, lotions, 

etc.  

Please place your donations in a plastic bag 

marked “SCI” and place in the little red wagon 

at the entrance of the church. Our collected 

travel-sized toiletries will be donated to SCI 

twice per year. Thank you!  

Erna Sottile 

Seamen’s Church Institute  Outreach 

T he Rector’s Discretionary Fund is used to help people suffering 

through a crisis get back on their feet.  The first Sunday of every 

month has been set aside as a collection day for the RDF.  Special en-

velopes are available in the pews if you wish to make a donation.  Thank 

you!     

Fr. Don + 

Rector’s Discretionary Fund 

O n Sunday Nov 9, at 11:45 a.m. we will have a training 

session for volunteers. This is important information for 

everyone who works with our guests—evening and overnight 

hosts. If you haven’t been trained for several years or are a 

new or interested volunteer, I strongly encourage you to at-

tend.  We will meet in the church Library, and will try to keep 

the meeting to an hour or so. Please let me know if you’ll be 

there, so we have enough handouts available—but don’t let 

lack of an RSVP keep you away!   

We could really use a few more volunteers in all categories – 

evening hosts, dinner preparers and overnight hosts.  With 

your help, volunteers may not need to serve every rotation.  

For more information, please contact Barbara Garrity at 732-

888-7736 or email bgarresq@aol.com; or Ronnie Warren at 

732-671-8541 or email misscrabtree@comcast.net.  

Following is a list of our hosting dates for the next year: 

Nov 16-22, 2014 (the week before Thanksgiving) 
Feb 1-7, 2015 
Apr 12-18, 2015 (begins a week after Easter) 
June 21-27, 2015 
Aug 31 – Sept 5, 2015 (beginning of Labor Day weekend) 

Barbara Garrity, co-coordinator 

Family Promise News 

Training Session set for Nov. 9th 

J ersey Shore Subs & Soups and Keyport 

Knights of Columbus St. Joseph’s Council 

3402 have teamed up with St. Mark’s Church to 

offer a free Thanksgiving Dinner for those in 

need during these tough times.  This offer is 

open to all senior housing, Sandy victims, or 

anyone needing a hot meal. 

If you would like to make a donation or volun-

teer, please call John Merla at 732-414-6363 or 

John Degregorio at 732-822-5332.   

Any type of food or beverage can be dropped off 

at Jersey Shore Subs & Soups, 15 Main St., 

Keyport, or Keyport Knights of Columbus, High-

way 35, Keyport. 

An Outreach Opportunity 
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O ur Thanksgiving Ingathering, to benefit the families served by St Mark’s Cen-

ter for Community Renewal, will be held on November 15-16.  You have the 

opportunity to help those who cannot afford a Thanksgiving dinner by providing all 

or part of a ‘basket’. Items in each basket include: 

A frozen turkey, 12 – 16 lbs. (please place in Church Kitchen freezer) 

2 – 3 cans turkey gravy 

1 large or 2 small boxes of stuffing 

1 large or 2 small boxes of instant mashed potatoes 

1 large or 2 small cans of sweet potatoes 

1 large can or 2 small cans of green beans 

1 large can or 2 small cans of corn 

1 – 2 cans of cranberry sauce 

1 large or 2 small bottles of apple juice 

a one-pound tin of butter cookies  

Thanksgiving Ingathering: November 15-16 

“Reminder Slips” will be given out 

Nov 1-2 and Nov 8-9 

Put a big smile on a little face  

this Christmas! 

Bring new, unwrapped toys to church  
any time on or before Dec. 7.   

That’s it!  Easy!! 

The toys will be given to St. Mark’s Toy Drive and will turn into 
smiles on Christmas morning!  We also need a few drivers to 

deliver the toys to St. Mark’s after church on Dec 7. 

Need some suggestions? 

Dolls: Monster High, Bratz, Barbies, Baby Dolls, all of varied ethnicity  
Sports Equipment: full-sized basketballs, footballs, skateboards  
Super-heros, Action Figures, GI Joe, Wrestlers,  
Books, Kid-friendly (DVD) movies, video games (gently used videos & mov-

ies are ok) 
Cars & trucks: remote control, matchbox cars or sets  
Building Blocks like K’nex, Leggo 
Craft Sets, Board Games, Nerf stuff  
Drawing sets or supplies, Painting sets or supplies, 
Toys and supplies for Infants, Babies, Toddlers 
Pre-Teen and Teen Gifts (costume jewelry, inexpensive cologne, wallets, 

watches) 
Also needed:  Wrapping paper (open rolls are ok) or gift bags  
Movie tickets, Mc Donald’s or Burger King gift certificates 
Gift Cards for Game Stop, Target, Kmart, Barnes & Noble. . . Anything!! 

Questions?  

Contact Tom Warren 

THANK YOU!!  

Can’t be in church on  

Ingathering day?   

You can still help!   

Place your toys in the bin  

in the undercroft  

and the elves will do the rest!!   

Checks may be made payable to “St. Mark’s 
Center for Community Renewal” with “Toy 
Drive” on the memo line. 

Toys please? 
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L aundry detergent is especially needed for the 

COG Household Goods Drive. In November 

our Outreach committee will donate a complete 

bag of the household cleaning goods collected 

throughout the year for 30-40 families through the 

Calico Cat Cupboard. The following items are still 

needed in order to complete all of our pantry bags 

next month:  33 containers of laundry detergent, 

15 bottles of dish detergent, 14 boxes of tissues, 

24 rolls of plastic wrap, 26 containers of liquid 

kitchen/bathroom cleanser, 13 deodorants, and 67 

tubes of toothpaste.  Donated items can be left in 

the little red wagons by the Church office, Nar-

thex, or Old Church.  

Thank you so much for your support! 

Joyce Wright, coordinator 

COG Household Goods Drive 

COG Back-to-School—Thank you! 

T hank you for your support of the Community Outreach 

Group’s Back-to-School drive.  Together we raised $320 

in funds and $200 in gift cards—a total of $520. The dona-

tions were used to provide a new school outfit for the chil-

dren of local families in need. 

Always needed at COG Pantry 

T he following items are consistently in demand 

at the Calico Cupboard & Pantry.  Please place 

your donations in the Little Red Wagons.  Thank 

you for your support! 

● Canned or dried beans 

● Canned soups 

● Canned green beans 

● Canned corn 

● Sugar 

● Cooking oil 

T he EAF (Emergency Assistance Fund) has a new pro-

gram funded by a grant that is being used to help low 

income people have their cars repaired. There are income 

requirements and the person must be employed.  To apply 

contact EAF at 872 671-9775. 

EAF helped a total of 69 families during the summer 

months mostly with electric and rent assistance. 

Calico Cat sales have been steadily increasing. The shop 

sales were low over last winter due to the extreme winter 

weather.  Shop workers are preparing to display winter and 

holiday merchandise. 

The need right now is for blankets and bedding, and chil-

dren’s fall and winter clothing. 

The number of pantry and cupboard clients are also in-

creasing each month and donations are always needed. 

Right now they need canned goods, chili, beans, pasta and 

vegetables. 

Janice Liebenow is looking for help from the churches with 

picking up food from the Food Bank. She needs men or 

women that can move boxes of food and transport them to 

the cupboard. 

Patricia Robertson, COG Liaison 

C.O.G. News 

T he December Outreach Coffee Sale will be held 

on November 22/23 and November 29/30 so 

that the coffee will be delivered by December 13th.  

Don’t forget your Christmas gift orders!    

Coffee is all fresh-roasted and ground to order by 

our favorite local company, Jersey Shore Coffee 

Roasters.  A portion of each sale benefits Christ 

Church Outreach projects.  Drink up!   

The December Outreach Coffee Sale 

T he Outreach Coffee Tasting and Bake Sale will be 

held November 23rd in the undercroft.  Coffee for 

the tasting will be donated by Jersey Shore Coffee 

Roasters.  Anyone willing to bake, please contact Lau-

ren Badal or Erna Sottile.  We will be taking pre-orders 

for pies. 

All profits from the Coffee & Bake Sales will support our 

numerous Outreach ministries. 

Outreach Coffee Tasting & Bake Sale 
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Parish News & Announcements 

Prayer Chain 

P lease email Stephanie Faulkner with your confi-

dential prayer requests, or if you wish to join the 

prayer team at cc-prayerchain@verizon.net.  Feel free 

to call the church office with any prayer requests if 

you do not have email.   

T he Coffee Hour Host sign-up sheet is located on 

the undercroft bulletin board.  Please consider 

hosting a coffee hour, and sign up to become a part 

of this important ministry. Thank you! 

Sign up to host Coffee Hour 

Thank you, Joyce & Lou! 

J oyce & Lou Friedersdorff were honored at an 

Evensong celebration at Trinity Cathedral in Tren-

ton on Saturday, September 27.  The Rt. Rev. “Chip” 

Stokes presided. Over 450 people from 65 congrega-

tions in our diocese were honored in recognition of 

their long and outstanding service to the church.  

Joyce (our Altar Guild chair), and Lou (our Pledge 

Treasurer) have served Christ Church for many years.  

Click here to view more photos of the day from the 

Diocesan website. 

Joyce and Lou Friedersdorff 

W e regret to announce the death of Helen 
McKinley, mother of former parishioner Wayne 

McKinley, who passed over into eternal life on October 
5, 2014.   

Please keep the family in your prayers; especially 

Wayne and his wife Pam, grandson Marc and his wife 

Kristina, and great-grandsons Matthew and Andrew. 

May her soul and the souls of all the departed rest in 
peace. 

Helen McKinley 

We welcome to the Body of Christ 
through the Sacrament of  

Holy Baptism 

Alexander Michael D’Angelo 

Baptized on All Saints Sunday 

November 2, 2014 

http://www.dioceseofnj.org/diocesan-news/2014/10/01/gallery-an-evensong-in-celebration-of-older-adults/
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patience as I get to know you.  I might 
not remember everything you tell me 
from one time to the next, but I don’t 
mind being reminded, especially of 
things that are important to you.  
Eventually I will get the picture of 
Christ Church that you appreciated 
Dean so much for having.  Relation-
ships are two-sided, and I need your 
energy and openness and good will 
as much as you want mine. 

I think that the parish had expecta-
tions that were not explicitly stated, 
and as one wise parishioner told me, 
“Unrealized expectations turn to re-
sentment.”  I had some expectations, 
too, which I realize were not correct.  
I perceived Christ Church as a pro-
gram-style parish.  That means that 
the leadership and the work of the 
church is done through officially-
delegated persons.  Some of the peo-
ple who used to be in those positions 
left before I got here, and some have 
left since.  We must admit that the 
size and the direction of Christ 
Church has, like many churches, 
changed dramatically in the last five 
years, influenced greatly by a too-
long interim period. Coming to a clear 
appreciation that Christ Church is not 
what it was five or ten tears ago can 

be a painful process.  It involves let-
ting go of some of the easy answers 
concerning how we do things.  It re-
quires that we find some new ways to 
be church that can be satisfying and 
spiritually directed.  It can mean that 
we might have to re-prioritize what we 
do as a church or at least look at 
whom we call upon to carry the load.  
So the Vestry and I will be talking 
about our mission as a church, and 
we invite the participation of all.  What 
part of bringing forth the Kingdom of 
God is Christ Church taking up– we 
know we can’t do it all. 

Parishioners can play a very impor-
tant role in bringing healing and suc-
cess to Christ Church.  Keeping an 
open mind and taking the time to 
think through what you hear can be 
very helpful.  Merely asking yourself 
the question, “Am I hearing things in 
the spirit in which they were said, or 
am I bringing my own attitudes to 
what I hear in such a way that it up-
sets me?  Do I respond to things that 
are conveyed to me second- or third-
hand? “ Your own experience can be 
trusted.  What does your experience 
tell you?  If you have had personal 
experiences that are upsetting, you 
would be surprised at how success-
fully the issue might be resolved by 
bringing it to the people who can ac-

tually do something about it.  That 
includes me.  You also know that, 
because you have some very signifi-
cant relationships with other parish-
ioners, when you go to them with 
these problems, you might be creat-
ing a burden for them that they can-
not make better. 

Patience, trust, good will and open 
communication are all helpful.  The 
Vestry and I have committed our-
selves to these goals.  Your participa-
tion in the prayer of the church, your 
work toward forgiveness and recon-
ciliation make us into the image of the 
Kingdom of God.  Your presence 
within the community with a commit-
ment to make Christ Church what it 
can be will make it happen.   

On November 23 which is the Feast 
of Christ the King, we will take the 
time to celebrate Christ Church.  
There will be a special coffee hour 
and we will try to make that day into a 
homecoming especially for members 
who have been away for a while.  If 
that’s you, please come.  If that’s 
somebody you know please extend a 
special invitation.  And if you know 
someone who doesn’t have a church, 
bring them along. 

Father Don + 

(Continued from page 2) 

Rector’s Notes 

R ev. Crafton will speak about her latest book, The Courage to Grow Old 

and reflect on her ministry. There will be time for questions and an-

swers.  Copies of her books will be available for sale.  

Please join us for what will surely be a lively, informative and heartwarming 

presentation from one of our church’s most beloved authors and bloggers.  

Register online by November 6 at http://tinyurl.com/pjwwtu3 or email 

info@dioceseofnj.org. Checks ($15) payable to the Diocese of New Jersey. 

Lunch Included.  

A Day with The Rev. Barbara Cawthorne Crafton 

November 8, 2014 9:30 AM-3:00 PM  

At The Evergreens, 309 Bridgeboro Road, Moorestown, NJ  

http://tinyurl.com/pjwwtu3
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Rector 

The Rev. Donald R. Caron 
Office Hours:  9 a.m.—4 p.m. Mon, Tues & Wed 
Church office:  732-671-2524 (voicemail ext. 6) 
Pastoral Emergency (cell) 478-234-3697 
cc-rector@verizon.net 

Assistant Clergy 
The Rev. Dr. Cathy Bickerton 

Music 
Nancy Coffin, Choir Director 
Marilyn Brace, Organist 
Dawn Stegner, Saturday Accompanist 

Parish Administrator 
Christine Ruland 
732-671-2524;  
christchurchmiddletown@verizon.net 

Sexton 
Jordan Sisolak 

Wardens 
Craig Jantz 
Cynthia McCormack 

Parish Officers 
Paul Dawson, Treasurer 
David Murphy, Vestry Clerk 

Vestry 
Sandra Casci  Worship  
Kim Schuler, New Membership 
Joyce Wright  Existing Membership 
Tom Warren, Outreach  
Chuck Watson, Finance & Administration 
Lou-Anne Beauregard, Christian Education 
Pat Robertson, Stewardship 
Bruce Schower, Buildings and Grounds 
David Murphy, Communications 
 
Feline in Residence 
Sylvia 

Clergy & Staff 

Mondays, 7:30-8:30 pm— Fit Club 
Sundays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tuesdays, 8 pm—Narcotics Anonymous 
Wednesdays, 7:30 pm—Cocaine Anonymous 
Thursdays, 8 pm—Nar-anon 
Fridays, 8 pm—Alcoholics Anonymous 
4th Saturday of the month, (excluding holiday 

weekends) 8:30—11:30 am Job Search Net-
working 

Support Group Schedule 

in the undercroft 

Weekly Worship Schedule 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m. in the Old Church—
Enriching Our Worship Liturgy 

 Monthly Taizé Worship as announced 
Sundays at 8 a.m. in the Old Church—Rite I 
Sundays at 10 a.m. in the New Church - Rite II  

Christ Church 

90 Kings Highway, Middletown NJ 07748 

732-671-2524 

email: christchurchmiddletown@verizon.net 

website: www.christchurchmiddletown.org 

Small Group Schedule 

Contemplative Prayer—Tuesdays 9:15 am 
Women’s Study Group—Tuesdays 10:30 am 
Adult Bible Study—Wednesdays, 7:30 p.m. 
Bell Choir— Thursdays, 6:30 pm  
Adult Choir—Thursdays 7:30 pm  
Men’s Group—Saturdays 7:30 am  
Movie Night—First Saturday of the month, 6:30 pm 

Click on the icon, or log on to the  

Christ Church Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/christchurchmiddletown. 

“Like” us on Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/christchurchmiddletown
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchMiddletown

